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Dear John Dewéy,

I am sorry to have neglected answerlng your letter of
February 2lst, but I have been so obsessed with Spain and the struggle
for the Spanish people that I have had little time fopr augnt else.
T was very zlad to get your letter and to read what you have to aay
about the chenges that have telken plece In the minda of many of the
Intelligentsia in the United States regarding the Soviet réeglme and
the activities of the C.P. in Amerleca. The trouble wlth most of theas
good people is that they have gmancipated themselvesz: from one super-
stltion and are again In the throes of ancther. They are now blaming
everything on Stalln, as if he had come to the fore out of nothing, as
if he were not merely the dlspenser of the legasy left him by Lenin,
Trotaky and thg unfortunate group that heve been savagely murdered 1in
the last two years. Nething ammasea me s8¢ much as the contention that
all was well in Ruaala while Lenin, Zinoviev and Trotslky were at the
heln of State, Actually the same process of ellmlnatlen or, to use
the ¢.P. term, "liguidationM, begun by Lenin end his group, took place
Tfrom the very beglnning of the Communist sascendancy to power. Alresdy
In the early part of 1918, it was Trotsky who ligquldated the Anarchlat
headquarters in Moscow by means of mechlne puns, and it was during that
same year that the peazant 3oviet, conslsting of 500 delegates with :
laria Spirdonova had been liguidated by sending many of them, inecluding
Marie, to the Chela. Also it was under the regime of Lenin and Trotsky
that thousandz of people of the intelligentsia, workers and peasants
ware liguidated by fire and aword. In ofher words, 1t iz the Com=
munist i1dealogy witleh has spread the' poisonous idess in the world,
first, that the Commmnist Party has been called upsn by history to
guide "the soclal revolutlion®, and secondly that the end justifles the

TIeans . These notlona havae created all the evills, including Stalin,
that have followed Lenin's death.
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A3z regards Trotsky, I do not know whether you have sesn the
Hew Internetional of February, Narch and April, especlally of this month
If you hove, you will see that the saying about the lecpard changing
his apots, but not his nature, applies foreibly te Leon Trotsky. He
hag learned nothing and furéhttan nathing. The waunal Bolshevllk
calumny, falsehoods and misrepresentatien have agaln been dug out from
the family cloast and hurled at the memery of the Kronstadt sallors.
More than that, reither the deed nor the living are exempt from thelr
venomous and scurrilens attacks. The new béte-nolr lfor Trotsky are
the Bpanisnh Anarchists of the 0.¥.T. and the F.A.I. Just think of 1t,
8t & time when they are fighting wlth thelr backs to the wall, when
they have been betrayed by the Blum Populer Front Government, by the
Wational Government and by Stalin's reglme, Leon Trotsky, whe has.
roused the whole world In bls defonce, ls mttacldng the heroic people
in Spaln. Thi=s more than anything else merely provea that Trotsky 1a
woven Ircm the same cloth ag his arch-snemy Stalin, and that he hardly
deservea the compasslon in his present plight which most people enter-
tain for him. Yos, the ¢.P. Iin and out of Russla have done so much
harm to the labour and revelutionary movement in, the world that it may
well take 8 hundred years to unde. As to the harm they have done in
Spain, it 13 simply incelculable. one thing is already téo apparent -
Staelin's satraps in Spain, %y thelr methods of undermlinlng the
revolutionary achievements of the Spanlsh people and of keeping up a
aystem of Communist favouritism ameng officers and other military
authoritlen, have worked rigit Into the hands of Franco. I am not |
exagrerating when I sey that the thousands of llves and the rivers of !
blood shed by Franco's German and Itellan hordes mugt be lald at the
feet of Soviet Ruasla, I realise that the troth will out some day, Wt
the last twenty-odd yeera have proved that 1t takes longer to alay a lis.

I sm hoping to go to Cenade in the late fall, and of course am
hoping against hope that a visa to America may again be obtained for me.
Strangely enough I recelved a letter yesterday from our mutual friend,
Carlo Trascs. He kindly offared to help with the campaign for a atrong
comnittee of outstanding men and women in the States who might have
beoring on the decision In favour of a visa., Should such & commlttee
be launched, I feel sure that you wlli not refuse to joln the others.
Thanking yvou again for yvour kind leatter, '

Sincerely,
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