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My dear Birji-

In view of the faot that the Birth Oontrol questicn is
now dominant before the American publio, I hope that you will not
permit your prejudice againat anarchism and myself as its exponent to
refuss me fair play. I have lived and worked in New York City for
twenty-five years. On mors than one ccoasion I have been misrepre-
sented in the prese and anarobism has besn made to appear hidecus and
. ridiculecus. I am not numplninini; T am mersly stating a fact which
you, I am sure, know as well as I.

! But now the gqusstion involved in my arreat which took
place ¥Friday, Februsry llth and which is to be heard Monday, Febiusry
28th is birth control, a world wide movement sponsored and su ported
by ths greatest men and women through Europe and Amerioca, such a#
Prof. August Forel, Havelock Ellis, George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Wells,
Dr. Dryadals in Europs and in Americe by Prof, Jacobi, Dr. Robinson
and many others. A movement which hap originated in minds of pecple
who were both soientifio and humanitarisn, and which at the present
tims i backed by science, soolology and economie necessity. Oertainly
you will not refuse ms & hﬂaring in behalf of such an issua,

I have lectured on birth control for years; many times in
¥ew York end other oities, befors reprasentative audiences. At almost
svery meeting plain clothes men were present taking ocopilous notes.

T+t was therefore no georet that I am pponsoring hirth control and the
necessity of imparting knowledge on this moat vital gqueetion.

Friday, February 4th, I sgain delivered thip lecture in
Forward Hall, New York, when three thousand people attempited to crowd
the place. As a result of this popular olamer for knowledge on birth
sontrol, snother meeting Was arranged for Tuesday, February 8th at
the New Btar Casine, Agaln an eager throng attended. The meeting
was orderly and everything went off am pemcefully and intelligently aa
on all other occaplone when I lecture if not interfered with by the
polics. Then on Friday, Pebruary llth, just sa I was about to enter
ths Forward Hall to deliver a lecture on Atheism, & subject whioh hae
no bearing at all upon birth contrel, I was arreeted, tuken to a
filthy statlon house, then hustled into a patrol wagon, rushad to the
Clinton Street Jail, there searched in the most vulgar mauner by a
gourge looking matron in the presence of two deteotdves, a thing
which would outrage the most hardensd oriminal, Then I was loocked
%Eiin s cell until my bondeman released me on five hundred dollars

1.

How all this was unnecessgary in as much a8 I am teo well
known in the country to run away. Besides, one who has stood the
brunt for an 1deal for twenty-five yeare ie not likely to Tun AWAY.
A summons would have beem enough. But beomuse I happen %o be Emma
Goldman and the exponent of Anarchiem, the whole brutality of the
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Hew York police had to bs employed in dealing with me, whioh only
g8 to prove that everything else in sooiety advences sxcept the
olice Department., I oonfesa I was credulous enough te believe that
- poms shange had teken place sinoe my last arrest in New York City,
which wae in 1908, but I disoovered my mistake,

However, this is not vital, but what is of importance and
that whioh I hops you will place before your leaders leg the faot that
the methods of persscution of the part of the reactionary elsment in
Now York Clty in relation to any modern idea ﬁurt&ining o birth
control have evidently not endsd with the death of Anthony Comatock,
His successor, wanting to ingratiate himself, is leaving nothing undons
to make any intelligent discussion of that vital subject possible.
Unfortunately, he and the police ars evidently not aware that birth
sontrol has reached such dimensions that no amount of persecutlion and
patty chicanery can halt 1tz sweap.

It ie hardly necessary to point out that whatever may be
the law on birth contrel, those like myself who are disseminating
knowledges along that line are not deing sc becauase of personal galn
or hecauss we consider it lewd or obscens, We do it beceauwze we know
the desparate condition among the messes of workere and even pro-
feesional people, when they cannot meet the demands of numerous
ohildren. It ie upon that ground that I mean to make my fight when
I go inte court. Unless I am very much mietaken, I em sustalned in

r sontention by the fundamental prineiples in America, namsly, that
when s law has outgrown time and necessity, it pust go and the
only way to get rid of the law, is to awaken the public to the fact
thet it hop outlived ite purposes and that is precisely what I have
bean doing and mean to do in the future.

I am planning’a campeign of publiocity through a lar
meating 1n Carnegie Hall mnd through every other channel that will
~ reach the intelligent American public to the fact that while I am not
particularly anxious to go to jmil, I should yet be glad to do so, 1f
thoreby I can add my might to the importance of birth control and the
wiplng off our antiquated law upcn the statute,

Hoping that you will not refuse to mcguaint your readera
with tha faota set forth here.

Binoarely yours,
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