Minutes
OPAC Design Group

Wednesday, January 7, 2009

2-3 p.m.

289 Doe Annex/LSO Conference Room

Present:  Brooke Dykman (chair), Mary Elings, Manuel Erviti, Saima Fazli, Dori Hsiao,  Aija Kanbergs, John Kupersmith, Scott Miller, Jesse Silva, Heather Thams

Announcements
· Weekly meetings will continue through January and February

· The Millennium training server is presently down.  Brooke will notify the group when it is up and stable again next week

Action items from previous meeting
· Brooke has done a “first-pass” layout of search screens, for discussion this meeting
· The upper limit for search result displays is either 5 or 10 thousand records; Brooke will clarify and report back

· The Chat widget can be included on the search screen

· Group members are to continue developing profile task scenarios and continue examining OPACs at other institutions which use Millennium
· Jesse Silva asked for a postponement of the User Survey group report to next week’s meeting

Search Screen Design Report – Brooke
· Brooke was able to mock up a tabbed search screen (in response to previous discussion about the desirability of tabs).
· Discussion –  the group discussed various layout and usability issues related to tabs, the amount of empty space between the search box/tabs and the right-hand navigation links (which persist on all screens, including the results screens).  (The amount of “white space” between left & right sides of the page are not “fixable”). The discussion of the naming/wording of various boxes and functions is ongoing.  
· Brooke revealed the “not so good news” about Advanced search:  author, title, subject and notes are the only indexes which can appear in this keyword search area.  (Note:  other indexes are searchable in the staff view of Oskicat).  Discussion also veered into considerations of limiting by format, and the problems caused by the 007/008 fields being searched as a string.
· Jesse Silva suggested a work-around for the constraints imposed by the limited number of searchable fields in Advanced search:  on the basic/brief search screen, label one of the tabs “Other search options”, and have this tab lead to the full complement of searchable fields.  This would mean removing the direct tab to searching by Call Number (a field infrequently searched by end users).  Brooke confirmed that this would work, and Jesse’s suggestion met with unanimous acclaim.
