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Dear Frraa:

I imagine you were prebtiy much
dlsgusted with my letter full of my persconal
trou les, the time you arrived in London from
Spain. When Helen snd I got to France from
Bapcaglone in May 37 we had been so condltloned to
the idealism and herolsm {(not to any szemi-ztarvat-
ion) of %the Spenish people that every¥hing we
agw hurt wa: the people gary and carefres, the
reople stuffing themaelves with food, It was
ancther world, and a lousy one, Eventually of
gourse bhilas first reaction wore down, and we
lost our resentment. And I hope that you will
not think badly of me for trobléng you agnin.

i‘T Dr. Balabanoff got 31,000 from the megazlne
Ren, in the first of her two suliz. Her lawyer
got £500 plus expenses, so I suppose she did not
profit much. Bmh She then teld her lawyer that I
I would write her a letter explainlng what hapbened
she would drop the sult against me. I did so.
T =aid that I had szent her Naa to Ken In the hope
of making her $100, which they sent her; and that
I had changed g few words to improve the English.
The headling wes not mine, I was therefora not
gullty of any illegal or unethical actlon. I
coneluded by asking her %o drop the matter lnasmuch
as after all we are both gtill on the same side

af the barrlicades. I understood the matter was
satisfactory.



n ¥avoaber 14 my new book, Lords of the Preas,
appaared. It waa highly advertiasd. Shortly
afterwarda ] was Infao hat Dr. B. was praasing
her: suit, Ny lawym%nda that her lawker
zaw the posslblllbtgwoabeawcansiderable shalkedown
basause he hel feves that a hook makea a wrlier a
rich man,

Yeaterday I heard that Dr. B. haa atated that
she iz resally not after the money, but wanta to
punish me, and give the money to Italian refugees.
Az I wpote 7ou, I had proposed back In 123536 to let
Horper Bros. decide how much money I owed [for the
help she kh gave me in 1931 and for which she then
insisted she wented no pay, alac Bor the material
which I quoted verbatim. I atill think that tha
fairest thing. I have made just about {30 a weak
out of all the books I have written, which is not
quite a llving. I made very llttle on Sawdust
Caszar, But I sm wliling to let snyone judge
the amount I owe her, Aa 1t is, both of us will
apend conalideranle on the courts, and I will never
deop this sult, beeauase I think It ls wielous
and I know that so far as she lz2 concerned, her
lawyer will mblte much more out of £t than herself,

She haa an obaession that ] did something
wrong, cheated hep, ete, I do not have to tell wyou
that all I did was to give her favorable publiclty,
help sell her boole, aell hap aprtlele gt a tlme
I thought she was starving -- and the result has
peen & horrlible meas.

I G0 not know whether a letter from 7ou to her
wozld help. Her address was Hotel Park Falea, B0
West 77. I you tiaink 1t advisable, please write her

[

The Ken story is & lorng cne which I hope to
tell you scmebtime: I waa hired to edit a [ree
magazine, by some Jewish milllonaires; anti-fascist,
left of center, etc. T could not bellave 1t was
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true -- end 1t waant, Month before It came out thery
chiangred thelr policy toredbalting, antdlaber
ete, Berlingway, Delrulfl K myssll, cthers, wers
fooled: all of us resigned, Meanwhile, however,
there were dozens of artleles which were not too
radical for them to use, and they used Dr. B'a
chleflly because 1t was antl-sovietas,

Since returnlng to America lielen and I have
given a1l our time (outslde the writing of books)
: t¢ the Spanish ¢ause. It has been a blg gight,
mainly against hthe Cathollica. (Now I om writing
a book on the Catholies). Laest weel, however,
the Gallup Ifstitute of Puyblle Opinlon which tekes
the post rellable polls, found out that 30T of
the Yathelics had no opinlon, 58% are for Franco,
and 427 against Franco, Thls 1s already an smasing
thing, in a countiry whers the Hiearachy 1z 100%
reancolist. Moreover, Catholics tell me that the
30% which refused to vote 1s certeinly anti-Franco,
which woml” make the Catholic rank an® file 707
agalnat Franco despite the Pope, the catholle press,
avary nrlest, snd tremendous propaganda.

L LI ]
I never see Gllbert; hls wife la the cause,

The Eerachs salled for Paris btoday and will
probably write you. Harry Helly waa investerdar.
¥o other newa. I do hope you will be able to
land 1n the US agaln., Rlght now, as you must know,
there is & bterrific anti-red, anti-allen antlsemitbic
campalgn, the llkes of which has not been seen asince
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