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We are guilty!
fit to employ themselves in behalf of it rather than against it. In this country of ours we regard as enemies
those who advocate the abolition of our government and those who counsel disobedience to our laws by
those of minds less strong. American liberty was won by the forefathers, it was maintained by the Civil
War, and today there are the thousands who have already gone, or are getting ready to go, to foreign lands
to represent their country in the battle for liberty." He then instructed the jury that "whether the
defendants are right or wrong can have no bearing on the verdict. The duty of the jury is merely to weigh
the evidence presented as to the innocence or guilt of the defendants of the crime as charged."
The jury filed out. The sun had set. The electric lights looked yellow in the dusk. Flies buzzed, their swirl
mingling with the whisperings in the room. The minutes crept on, clammy with the day's heat. The jury
returned; its deliberation had lasted just thirty-nine minutes.
"What is your verdict?" the foreman was asked.
"Guilty," he answered.
I was on my feet. "I move that the verdict be set aside as absolutely contrary to the evidence."
"Motion denied," Judge Mayer said.
"I further move," I went on, "that sentence be deferred for a few days, and that our bail be continued at the
sum already fixed in our case."
"Denied," ruled the judge.
His Honour asked the usual meaningless question as to whether the defendants had anything to say why
sentence should not be imposed.
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Sasha replied: "I think it only fair to suspend sentence and give us a chance to clear up our affairs. We
have been convicted because we are anarchists, and the proceeding has been very unjust." I also added my
protest.
"In the United States, law is an imperishable thing," the Court declared in imposing sentence, "and for
such people as would nullify our laws we have no place in our country. In a case such as this I can but
inflict the maximum sentence which is permitted by our laws."
Two years in prison with a fine of ten thousand dollars each. The Judge also instructed the Federal
Attorney to send the records of the trial to the immigration authorities in Washington with his
recommendation to deport us at the expiration of our prison terms.
His Honour had done his duty. He had served his country well and
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