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The No-Conscription League spreads
They were helpless creatures about to be sacrificed to Moloch. Our sympathies were with them, but we
felt that we had no right to decide the vital issue for them. There were also distracted mothers, imploring
us to save their boys. By the hundreds they came, wrote, or telephoned. All day long our telephone rang;
our offices were filled with people, and stacks of mail arrived from every part of the country asking for
information about the No-Conscription League, pledging support and urging us to go on with the work. In
this bedlam we had to prepare copy for the current issues of Mother Earth and the Blast , write our
manifesto, and send out circulars announcing our forthcoming meeting. At night, when trying to get some
sleep, we would be rung out of bed by reporters wanting to know our next step.
Anti-conscription meetings were also taking place outside of New York and I was busy organizing
branches of the No-Conscription League. At such a gathering in Philadelphia the police came down with
drawn clubs and threatened to beat up the audience if I dared mention conscription. I proceeded to talk
about the freedom the masses in Russia had gained. At the close of the meeting fifty persons retired to a
private place, where we organized a No-Conscription League. Similar experiences were repeated in many
cities.
A week after the Harlem River Casino meeting I received a telegram from Tom Mooney indicating the
hopelessness of further legal proceedings in his case and urging an appeal to the people of the country.
His telegram read:
San Francisco May 25, 1917
Superior Court today held Oxman for trial. Chief Justice Angellotti said evidence of Oxman's guilt
overwhelming. Special committee appointed by San Francisco Labor Council and Building Trades
Council appeared in person before Attorney General Webb requesting answer on his disposition of Judge
Griffin's request confessing error in my case. Attorney General said that records did not show error and it
would be impossible confess same.
Powerful publicity, monster demonstrations, absolutely necessary for successful outcome. California
lynch-law crowd fighting desperately to save themselves.
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This precludes new trial unless the unforeseen happens. Give these facts wide publicity. TOM MOONEY
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