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Executive Summary

The project will establish an irrigation advisory service to assist individual farms with improving
water use efficiency and maximizing net economic returns to water. A web-based advisory
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service designed for that purpose has been developed and tested under NRCS auspices in

Oregon. This proposed project will initiate use of that advisory service in California. Two new
algorithms will be added to the original program to make the advisory service more effective for
California Agriculture: (i) an algorithm for analyzing leaching requirements and potential yield
reduction under saline conditions, (ii) an algorithm for reconciling differences in estimated crop
water use based on three different estimators; soil moisture measurements, cumulative ET
estimates, and for some crops, crop stress indicators (midday stem water potential). The project

will be implemented as a pilot program in targeted regions of the state.



