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H.K. Yuen Social Movement Archive
● The H.K. Yuen Social Movement Archive is 

jointly held by the Bancroft Library and the 
Ethnic Studies Library acquired in 2005

● Over 30,000 hours of audio, mostly on reel-
to-reel audio tapes. 

● Since 2014, 170 reels have been digitized 
through the California Revealed (previously 
California Audiovisual Preservation Project).

● Recent CLIR grant will fund digitization of 
additional hundreds of reels.

Frog in the Well, 
a Chinese folk 
tale describing 
H.K. Yuen's 
motivation for 
his work.



Above: Students on Sproul Steps holding protest signs, 
1964, Helen Nestor Free Speech Movement 
Photographs, Oakland Museum of California, 
Calisphere.

Below: UC Berkeley African Students 
Association marching in front of California Hall, 
(source and date unknown). 



In Spring 2017, Digital 
Humanities Collaborative 
Research Grant awarded to 
Professor Keith Feldman and 
myself for students to analyze 
the audio recordings on Internet 
Archive using Dedoose.



Balancing Goals

LIBRARY GOALS

Generate reliable and 
detailed descriptive 

metadata.

Introduce students and 
researchers to archives.

STUDENT GOALS

Have a fulfilling learning 
experience.

Develop critical 
understanding of and skills in 

digital humanities.

SWEET 
SPOT!



Lessons from Student Engagement

What are some of the lessons we’ve learned from student engagement with 
this collection?

● Clear standards and guidelines
● Historical context
● “Self-Determination”
● Open communication: Balancing support and autonomy
● Iterative and cumulative learning



Clear Standards and Guidelines

Provide clear standards and guidelines for students to be 
able to use. Educate them about library vocabularies, 
authorities, and metadata schema and why they are 
important. Keep it simple.



Historical Context

Provide the historical context and methodologies for 
students to engage with archives. 



Self-Determination

Give students opportunities to select content that is 
meaningful to them. 



Open Communication: Balancing Support 
and Autonomy

Provide a structured framework where students are able 
to openly communicate and troubleshoot issues.



Iterative and Cumulative Learning

Provide opportunities for students to practice and build 
upon skills over the course of time. 



Thank you!

Sine Hwang Jensen
shj@berkeley.edu
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